
 

 

                  The Magazine of Inverurie West 
                   Parish Church 

             

               DECEMBER 2020/JANUARY 2021 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

              

                           
 
 
 

                             
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 l 
  
Stained Glass Nativity – Norwich Cathedral West Window 

 
www.inveruriewestchurch.org 

  Scottish Charity SC016907 

http://www.inveruriewestchurch.org/


 

 

 

 

 

This poem by Ben Jonson 
expresses beautifully how a 
babe, born in a manger, became 
the Word and “the author of both 
life and light”. 
 
 
I Sing the birth………… 
 
I sing the birth was born tonight, 
The author both of life and light: 
The angels so did sound it. 
And like the ravish'd shepherds said, 
Who saw the light, and were afraid, 
Yet search'd, and true they found it. 
 

The Son of God, the Eternal King, 
That did us all salvation bring, 
And freed the soul from danger; 
He Whom the whole world could not take, 
The Word, which Heaven and Earth did make, 
Was now laid in a manger. 
 
What comfort by Him we do win, 
Who made Himself the price of sin 
To make us heirs of glory! 
To see this Babe, all innocence,  
A martyr born in our defence: 
Can man forget this story? 
 
 
Ben Jonson, 1573 - 1637  
 

Reflection 



 

 

From the West Manse 

As I write, there has been encouraging news. No 
fewer than three COVID 19 vaccines have proved 
to be effective in preventing disease and are 
currently awaiting approval and licence. There is a long way to go 
yet, but how good it is to approach the end of this very trying year 
with a bit of renewed hope in our hearts.  

It’s extraordinary what can happen when enough time, money, 
energy, resources and ingenuity are focused on a single problem. 
These scientists have achieved in ten months something which 
normally takes at least ten years.   

Of course, the existence of a viable vaccine doesn’t solve 
everything. It can’t re-open businesses, or restore lost jobs. It 
won’t bring back lost moments with loved ones. It will take time 
to manufacture and distribute, even if all goes smoothly. Sadly, it 
will come too late for some.  

Still, at least now we have something to look forward to. This feels 
appropriate in Advent, which is all about expectation. Expectation 
of a birth. Expectation of a healed and restored creation.   

Advent is about a lot more than counting the days until Jesus’ 
birthday/Santa’s arrival while indulging in a frantic social, 
commercial and church activity whirl. We’ve always known that, 
of course, but this year, with a lot of the usual opportunities and 
activities unavailable to us, the real truth of Advent is a bit closer 
to the bone. It’s about waiting, with hope, in a time of great 
uncertainty. 

In our advent readings in different years we wait with Isaiah, with 
the psalmists, with Elizabeth, Mary and Joseph, with John the 
Baptist. We wait, as a community, for Jesus.  



 

 

It’s important to wait as a community, because waiting on your 
own is hard. Holding onto hope on your own is hard.  

Fortunately, God doesn’t leave us to wait on our own. Zechariah, 
Mary, Joseph, and the shepherds are all visited by angels - angels 
who all said ‘Do not be afraid’. These angels weren’t just 
messengers, they were also encouragers. The word ‘encourage’ 
comes from the old French roots ‘en’ and ‘corage’. To encourage 
is to fill someone with ‘heart’ - with strength, spirit, hope, 
courage.  

I believe there are still angels of encouragement around us. More 
ordinary messengers, perhaps, than the ones who filled the skies 
over Bethlehem but just as vital in giving us strength, spirit, hope 
and courage.  

We ourselves can be angels of encouragement to others. For 
some people the Christmas season is very isolating and lonely. 
This year many more of us may feel for ourselves something of 
their reality. Perhaps we can learn from the strength and courage 
of those who have known for a long time what is like to struggle 
with uncertainty, fear, and loneliness.  

After all, our faith teaches that the greatest encouragement to all 
of humanity was not heard in the heavenly chorus but in the 
vulnerable cry of an infant. We too, in our vulnerability and 
uncertainty, can be encouragers. Whatever our weaknesses, we 
carry a powerful message of encouragement, perhaps more 
powerful than ever this year, stripped of some of its accumulated 
tinsel and gift wrap:  

You are not alone. God is with you. Healing is on the horizon. Do 
not be afraid.  

Have a blessed Christmas and New Year  
Rhona 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

“Christmas is coming – the goose is getting fat. 

Please put a penny in the old man’s hat. 

If you haven’t got a penny, a ha’penny will do. 

If you haven’t got a ha’penny, then God bless you!” 

 

When I was a small child my mother would recite this to me as she 
tucked me into bed at this time of year. That message of looking 
out for others when you are celebrating at Christmas is especially 
poignant this year.   
 

The Gift of Eat Out to Meet Out.  
Staying within the changing restrictions has been hard for many 
this year. However, having a resource like the Acorn Centre has 
enabled many people to meet up for a chat and a cuppa. So, what 
could be more precious this year than giving the gift of getting 
together. We have a range of gift voucher designs available and 
you can make them for any amount. Why not consider buying an 
extra voucher for someone who might be struggling this year?    
In addition to the Hospitality area, the Chapel offers 4 socially 
distanced tables of up to 6 people from no more than 2 
households per table, in a well-ventilated room. Booking is 
essential for this, so please contact the centre for more 
information. 
 
  



 

 

Christmas Dinner Top 10 Tips: 
Unless you have a big family still at home, most 
people will be looking at a quieter Christmas table 
this year. However, no matter how many people 
you are cooking for it shouldn’t be a chore and 
here are a few ideas to help make things easier.  
 

1. Be prepared: Even Santa Claus makes a list and checks it 

twice. Make sure you have all your ingredients and 

accompaniments. You don’t want to reach for the cranberry 

sauce on Christmas Day only to taste disappointment!  

2. Don’t be wasteful: A whole turkey may look impressive, and 

a cold turkey sandwich on Boxing Day is a must, but do you 

really want to be eating turkey curry in January? Turkey 

crowns are a good alternative or ballotines, which make 

things much easier to cook and serve. Speak to your butcher, 

to help you work out what you will actually need.  

3. Buy local: Keeping your money local helps our local economy 

going. We have great local suppliers and farmers, so please 

support them. You are also being kinder to the environment. 

4. Delegate: Get others involved in the peeling, chopping, and 

table setting. All things that can be done in advance.  

5. Timing: Have a timetable so you can keep track of what 

needs to go in or out of the oven. 

6. Temperatures: First cook 72 degrees Celsius, reheated food 

82 degrees minimum temperatures at the core of the food. 

No one wants food poisoning for Christmas! 

7. Simplify: If you haven’t enough space on your hob, use a 

steamer for your vegetables, or improvise with a colander 

with a pan lid. Alternatively, you can combine ingredients 

(honey roast parsnips and carrots for example) or use a 



 

 

microwave to make white sauces. I’ve made roast dinner for 

three on a Baby Belling before – it just takes a bit of planning! 

8. Connect: Find ways to be together even if you can’t be there 

in person. Many families will be using Zoom or video calls 

during dinner this Christmas, but a simple phone call or door 

step chat is just as welcome. 

9. Relax: Take time to savour the meal. Have a little break and a 

game (or snooze!) between courses. 

10. Clean as you go: If you keep on top of the pots and pans 

as you are cooking (or cheat and use disposable baking 

trays!), then you will only have plates and cutlery to wash up 

after. Again, make sure everyone does their bit and is 

included.  

Wishing you all Christmas Blessings from Mike and the Acorn 
Centre Team! 

 

UBUNTU CHRISTMAS 
 
NOTE - the shop is open Tue-Fri 10 - 3pm. 
 
As you are probably aware, sadly, Ubuntu was 
unable to hold the Christmas preview evening 
this year.  However, you may have seen the 
virtual Christmas preview which was posted on 
Inverurie West Church and the Acorn Centre 
Facebook pages. If not, do check out the 
selection of cards, gifts and food stuffs 
available. 



 

 

NEW TO UBUNTU – Papier Mache Boxes: cats, 
rabbits, turtles; Hand Painted Candles; Tree 
Decorations: bells, elephants; Nativity Scenes; 
Palm Leaf Shopping Bags: Bee/Bird Houses; Dove 
of Peace Brooches; Large Hand Crafted Fish 
(catch it if you can): and much, much  more. 
 
There are the customary Christmas treats – biscuits, 
coins, dates, speciality hot chocolates, Christmas coffee 
etc.  A limited supply of the popular Zaytoun Plant a 
Tree Olive Oil is been available.   
 
If you have any queries please do e-mail me on 
ubuntu@theacorncentre.org  and I’ll try my best to assist.  
Thank you for your continued support of Fair Trade. 
Wishing You a Peaceful Christmas 
Anthea 
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MORE UBUNTU CHRISTMAS TREATS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Children’s Pages 
 

Save on the Christmas Crackers this year! 

Here are Encounter's Silly Jokes!!! 

What do Santa's Elves say when they get back 

to Lapland after delivering the Christmas 

presents?  

"Gnome, Sweet Gnome!" 

What's the wettest animal in the world?  

A Rein-deer. 

 

Why is it hard to keep a secret in the North Pole? 

Because your teeth chatter. 

 

What often falls at the North Pole but never gets hurt? 

Snow. 

 

Why does Santa climb down the chimney? 

Because it soots him.  

 

What happens if you eat the Christmas 

decorations?      You get tinsellitis. 

 

Knock, Knock  

Who's there? 

Harvey. 

Harvey who?  

Harvey going to open our presents yet? 



 

 

 CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS POEM  

 
“Christmas is……………..”  - what does it mean for you? 
 
Here is  a wee poem all about Christmas. The poet is a man 
called Kenneth Steven and he enjoyed writing about what 
Christmas means to him.   
 
Read the poem, or get your parents to read it to you - then   
you make up your own “Christmas is…………” 
 
Christmas is prickly, shiny holly, with red berries like a 
robin’s breast. 
 
Christmas is big white cotton snow, falling across the 
world. 
 
Christmas is red presents and warm fires, coming home 
tired with a sledge and stories. 
 
Christmas is a place you always want to get to, and never 
want to leave once you’re there.  
 
Christmas is imagining turning a corner, and finding 
Bethlehem, the stable, the Baby. 
 
 
Now write or draw your “Christmas is …” 
 
… send us your pictures!. 
 
  

  



 

 

   MAINLY MUSIC CHILDREN 
 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Annabelle and 

Angus – Story 

Book Glen  

Elidh helping to put up 

the tree 

Neve’s Second Birthday 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

  

Ellie & David on Ellie's 4th 

birthday 
Jane’s grandson - baby boy, 

Caelan, born on Oct 14th  

Eilidh & Isla on Eilidh's 3rd 

birthday (the thing she was most 

excited about was the cake!) 

Annabelle stirring up a 

pudding or stirring up 

mischief? 



 

 

Making a Christingle   here is what you need and 

what it should look like in the end ! 

 

 



 

 

FAMILY CHRISTMAS QUIZ  

(Answers on a later page)  

1. What Christmas-themed ballet premiered in 

Saint Petersburg, Russia in 1892? 

2. What animated 2004 film is about a train that carries kids 

to the North Pole on Christmas Eve? 

3. Where in the Bible do we read about the birth of Jesus? 

4. Who played George Bailey in the Christmas classic “It’s a 

Wonderful Life?” 

5. What Christmas beverage is also known as “milk punch?” 

6. Can you name all of Santa’s reindeer 

7. In Charles Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol,” 

what was Mr. Scrooge’s first name? 

8. What Bing Crosby song is the best-selling single ever? 

9. “Miracle on 34th Street” centres on what real-life 

department store? 

10. What traditional decoration is actually a parasitic plant? 

11. What well-known Christmas carol became the first song 

ever broadcast from space in 1965? 

12. What city was Jesus born in? 

13. Which country started the tradition of putting 

up a Christmas tree? 

14. Which city has been donating Trafalgar 

Square’s Christmas tree to London every year since 1947?  

15. If you’re born on Christmas day, what’s your star sign?  

16. When is the Queen’s speech broadcast on Christmas Day?  

17. What colour are mistletoe berries?   

18. What names are traditionally given to the ‘Three Kings’?  



 

 

We hope this update finds you all safe and 

well in the current circumstances. The great 

news from us is we are still managing to have 

face to face meetings and our numbers are steady. The Anchor 

Boys are very receptive to all the activities, which is a great 

testimony to the Anchor Boys leader team. The Anchor Boys and 

Junior Section enjoyed a different from normal Halloween party 

where they made some crafts and played dunk for jam doughnuts, 

which was hilarious to watch. Anchor Boys also made poppy 

pictures and painted poppies on rocks and then laid them at the 

War Memorial. Junior Section and Company Section enjoyed a 

parliament night where the local MP came along and we had a 

mock election, which was entertaining. They also decorated mugs 

with a poppy for themselves. Junior Section activities included 

badge work where we discussed the history of the poppy, and we 

had a video and discussion about the Prodigal Son.  

A busy November included a visit on 23rd to the Garioch Heritage 

Centre for all sections, and will culminate in our annual dedication 

service on Monday 30th November, again modified to comply 

with regulations. We intend to try to live stream that service so 

parents and family can watch it. We hope to include the 

prizegiving from last year - delayed due to the pandemic situation.  

We have identified that our major fundraising effort will be 

hindered so to help remedy the situation we intend holding a 

Christmas raffle, which includes a Christmas hamper and multiple 

prizes donated by family and friends. Tickets are available at £5.00 

per strip. In addition, a parent has kindly donated a Santa and Mrs 

Claus knitted duo which we will raffle separately at £1.00 per 

ticket. This will probably be our major fundraiser for the year. To 

support us contact Linda and Donald McCreath on 01467 670830 

or 07377373519, or Alastair Smith on 07821379760 or buy tickets 

from friends, family, and leaders. The raffles will be drawn on 14th 

December.   

Best wishes for a lovely and safe Christmas from the BB Team. 



 

 

Ways of connecting over December and 
January  
 
For most of December and January the 
9.30am & 11am pattern of worship will 
continue although there will be no 9.30am 
service on Sunday Dec 27th or Sunday Jan 3rd. 
 
Additional Advent/Christmas events are mostly online due to 
continued restrictions on in-person gathering.  The sanctuary will 
be open for a time on Christmas Eve for quiet reflection/listening 
to recorded carols, as noted below, and there is a quiet Reflective 
service planned on the evening of Thursday Dec 17th especially 
geared for those who find the Christmas season difficult or who 
are mourning lost loved ones.  
 
‘Friday Fly' drop-in coffee, and post-online-service hospitality on 
Sundays via Zoom will continue throughout, apart from between 
Dec 24th and Jan 1st. 
 
December  
 
Wed Dec 2nd  7.30pm Home Study group via Zoom 
   Contact Rhona for the link 
 
Sun Dec 6th  9.30am Early service in the sanctuary (booking  

required) 
   11am  Live at home Advent worship  
   3pm Junior Church via Zoom  

(nursery/early primary) 
   4pm Junior church via Zoom  

(later primary/early secondary) 
 



 

 

Tue Dec 8th  7.30pm Kirk Session via Zoom  
 
Wed Dec 9th  7.30pm Home Study group via Zoom 
   Contact Rhona for link  
 
Thu Dec 10th  ‘Starry Night’ on Zoom with the Christian  

Education Team.  Contact Rhona for link. 
 
Sun Dec 13th  9.30am early service in the sanctuary  

(Booking required) 
   11am  Live at home Advent  

worship including  
Zoom pop-up nativity     

 
Wed Dec 16th  7.30pm Home Study group 
via Zoom 
   Contact Rhona for link  
 
Thu Dec 17th  7.00pm Quiet pre-Christmas Reflective Service  

in sanctuary  (Booking required)  
 
Sun Dec 20th  9.30am early service in the sanctuary  

(Booking required)  
   11am Live at home Advent worship  
   3.00pm Junior Church via Zoom  

(nursery/early primary) 
   4.00pm Junior Church via Zoom  

(later primary/early secondary) 
 
  



 

 

Thu Dec 24th  12 noon – 2 pm Sanctuary open for quiet  
reflection/listening to carols 
5 pm IDCT Zoom Christingle for all ages 

   11.30pm Online Watchnight service  
via Zoom and live stream 

     
Fri Dec 25th 10.30am ‘Around our trees’ - 

Christmas service via Zoom 
   Contact Rhona for the link  
 
Sun Dec 27th  No early service 
   11am Moderator’s recorded service online   
 
January 2021 
 
Sun Jan 3rd  No early service 
   11am Live at home worship  
 
Sun Jan 10th  9.30am early service in the sanctuary  

(Booking required) 
   11am Live at home worship  
 
Sun Jan 17th  9.30am early service in the sanctuary  

(Booking required) 
11am Live at home worship  
 

Sun Jan 24th  9.30am early service in the sanctuary  
(Booking required) 

   11am Live at home worship  
 
Sun Jan 31st  9.30am early service in the sanctuary  

(Booking required) 
   11am Live at home worship  



 

 

 
Bible study and Junior Church dates for January still to be decided.  
 
Encounter  If you have any material for Encounter 

email encounter@inveruriewestchurch.org by 
January 20th 2021  
  

If you have internet access, please keep an eye on the website and 
the Inverurie West Church Facebook page for updates. You do not 
need to have a Facebook account to view the Inverurie West 
Church Facebook page.  
 
The Prayer Group continues to meet via WhatsApp. Prayer 
requests can be sent to olive.duncan@hotmail.co.uk or 
duncan.linda1@btinternet.com. 
 
Our contact email address for those looking for help with 
collection/delivery of supplies or medication is 
help@inveruriewestchurch.org. 
  

 
REMEMBER! 

 

To listen to the 11 am Sunday Services the dial-in 
phone line is 01467 343790. (calls charged at local 
rates). 
 

 

 



 

 

Christian Aid Local Christmas Card Delivery 

6th-13th December 

 

If circumstances do not change, the Inverurie branch of Christian 

Aid intends to provide the annual Christmas Card delivery service 

within the bounds of Inverurie/Port Elphinstone/Osprey Village 

again this year. Collection boxes will be available in the Acorn 

Centre, St Andrew’s Church, Morrisons and Tesco from 6th-13th 

December and the suggested minimum donation per card is 40p. 

 

Please note, however, that in order to minimise any risk during the 

pandemic, cards will be distributed to each address in a single 

batch following sorting. Deliverers will be contacted individually 

with advice on when the cards for each district are available for 

distribution. Thank you in advance to all who use the service and 

all who make it possible. New volunteers to deliver are always 

welcome! Please phone Linda Young on 01467 621635 or Sheila 

Rennie on 01467 623156. 

 
 

CHRISTMAS QUIZ ANSWERS 

Answers to Encounter Christmas Quiz

1 The 

Nutcracker 

2 The Polar 

Express 

3 Luke 2 

4 Jimmy 

Stewart 

5 Egg nog 

6 Dasher, 

Dancer, 

Prancer, 

Vixen,  

Cupid, 

Comet, 

Donner, 

Blitzen, 

Rudolph 

7 Ebenezer 

8 White 

Christmas 

9 Macy’s 

10 Mistletoe 

11 Jingle Bells 

12 Bethlehem 

13 Germany 

14 Oslo 

15 Capricorn 

16 3pm 

17 Green 

18 Gaspar (or 

Caspar), 

Melchior, 

Balthazar 



 

 

 WHO’S WHO AT THE WEST 
 

Minister 
Rev Rhona Cathcart 
r.cathcart@inveruriewestchurch.org 

620285 

Session Clerks  Mark and Gillian Paterson 
sessionclerk@inveruriewestchurch.org 

625675 

Church and Acorn Centre 
Administration 

Judith Will 

admin@inveruriewestchurch.org 

 

670850 

 

Church Officer 
Kenneth Gray 

kennethgray@hotmail.co.uk  

 

620658 
 

Rollkeeper 
Ann-Marie Coleman 
rollkeeper@inveruriewestchurch.org 

 

620378 

 

Life & Work 
Irene Jamieson 
irenejamieson@live.co.uk 

 

Safeguarding Co- 

ordinators 
Valerie Napier 
Gail Buchan 

623279 
622145 

 

Transport Co-ordinator 
 

Linda Mathers 
 

622586 

Acorn Centre 
Management Team 

Laura Gray 
lauragray25@btinternet.com 

 

620658 

Environmental Matters 
Team 

Joy Doorghen 
doorghens@hotmail.com 

 

620823 

 

Fabric Team 
Jim Lyle 
jimlyle@hotmail.co.uk 

 

624159 

Finance Team Alan Sharp sharp3@btinternet.com  

 

Treasurer 
Alison Blair 
treasurer@inveruriewestchurch.org 

 

620677 

Committed Giving 
Envelopes 

Cindy Farquhar 
Cindyfarquhar25@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

Gift Aid 
Mandy Aitken 
mandyaitken@sky.com 

 

07532 

487788 

 

Junior Church Team 
Biff Barrow 
biff.barrow@tiscali.co.uk 

 

623096 

 

Pastoral Care Team 
 Rev Rhona Cathcart 

 r.cathcart@inveruriewestchurch.org 

 

620285 

 

Social/Fundraising Team 
Joyce Petrie 
joycepetrie21@hotmail.com 

 

620932 
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FLOWER CALENDAR 
 

December Convenor: Kenneth Gray 

Date    Donor   

6th December  Margaret Gill 

13th December  Margaret Sangster 

20th December  Joan Feltham 

27th December  Kenneth and Laura Gray 

Thanks to all who donate, arrange and deliver flowers  

 

North Aberdeenshire Foodbank  

Last year the Foodbank provided 2621 3-day 

emergency food packs and fed 5206 people in North 

Aberdeenshire.  This year the numbers will have jumped hugely 

because of the pandemic.  

Items the Foodbank would be particularly glad to receive include 

the following:  

small jars of coffee, tinned peas, tinned carrots, tinned potatoes, 

tinned fruit, chocolate bars 100g, deodorants, individual 

toothbrushes  

If you are thinking of donating food, please be 

aware that no private donations of food are 

being accepted directly at the Foodbank, so 

please drop your donations at any of the 

following Inverurie locations: Tesco, Morrison’s, Poundland, 

McLeish’s, Marks & Spencer, Nemesis Kickboxing Academy, Co-

op North Street, Co-op Burghmuir Road, Lidl, and the Royal Mail 

Sorting Office.  Donations of money can be made on the website. 



 

 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Elliana Robertson 

Sebastian Sweeney 

 

JANUARY BIRTHDAY: 

Elci Shearer 

 

CONGREGATIONAL ROLL 
Funerals:  
Helen Beedie Died 20 October 
Ruby Smith Died 30 October 
  
Change of Address:  
Jessie Crichton From Dist.13 to Postal 
Dick & Sandra Barrett From Dist.20 to Postal 

 

ENCOUNTER ONLINE - We are now once 
again producing a printed copy of Encounter 
but a valuable ‘lesson from Lockdown’ has 
been that we can be much more flexible in 
producing content and images in the online 
version.   We are now experimenting with 
producing two versions – print and online.  The print version 
will be shorter and, mindful of cost, may not contain as 
many graphics or links to external resources.   If you are 
comfortable with receiving only the online version please 
contact the Session Clerk (01467 625675) 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

We strive in Encounter to respect intellectual property rights. If  

you read or see anything which you feel infringes your copyright, 

please contact encounter@inveruriewestchurch.org, and the 

material will be removed immediately from the electronic version 

of the magazine. 


